
abuse recovery services dur-

ing stressful times. We’re 

asked again to do more with 

less. Addictive disease is 

called the “great leveler.” It 

impacts people from all 

walks of life. No one can 

claim immunity. So we’re 

counting on the people who 

really can make a choice to 

give right now to do so. I’ve 

noticed lately that when 

someone makes a purchase 

they may  say, “I’m helping 

the economy?” When you 

make a gift to NCADD-KC, 

you are doing just that, and 

you’re helping to fight a 

serious illness, too.   

Q What’s your favorite 

part of your job as 

President and CEO so far? 

A I really enjoy working 

with the board of direc-

tors and staff at NCADD-

KC. The dedication and gen-

erosity of each and every 

person is phenomenal. Most 

of all, I’m grateful for the 

opportunity to serve the 

amazing and courageous 

people facing their addic-

tions and joining the wonder-

ful life of recovery. I’ve wit-

nessed this illness at its worst, 

and I’ve attended many 

more funerals than I care to 

think about. The miracle of 

recovery one person at a 

time and one family at a 

time is, by far, the greatest 

gift of which to be a part. 

Q What interested you in 

working for the 

NCADD-KC? 

A The mission of NCADD-

KC and the exceptional 

reputation of the staff. I’ve 

been a fan of the NCADD 

for more than 20 years. I’ve 

worked with the staff on 

several projects resulting in 

improved services to people 

in need in our community. 

This group of folks — from 

the board of directors and 

staff to the very generous 

volunteers — is so clearly 

committed to making a dif-

ference in the lives of indi-

viduals, families and the 

community. This is definitely 

a group with whom I want to 

be associated. 

 

Q  What are some of 

your goals for the 

council in 2009? 

A  To build on the 

NCADD-KC achievement 

of the 2008 Exemplary 

Award for our How to Cope 

(HTC) program (see article 

on page 3), we’ll apply to 

be included in the Substance 

Abuse & Mental Health Ser-

vices Administration’s Na-

tional Registry of Evidence-

based Programs and Prac-

tices. We’ll train 20 agencies 

around the country in the 

delivery of HTC, and we’ll 

partner with a variety of 

organizations to set up four 

new HTC sites throughout 

greater Kansas City. In addi-

tion, we want folks to know 

NCADD-KC is the go-to 

agency for addiction recov-

ery in the metro. We are 

Recovery Central! Individuals 

looking for help themselves 

or for a family member, as 

well as employers, schools, 

the media and other profes-

sionals working in the 

trenches, need to know that 

we’re their resource. As the 

local experts in addictive 

disease, we’re here to help. 

Q What’s the biggest 

challenge facing the 

NCADD? 

A Obviously it’s finan-

cial. The economy has 

people really hurting and 

afraid. The paradox is that 

while resources diminish 

there’s a substantial increase 

in the need for substance 

Q&A with Molly O’Neill, New President & CEO 

Molly O’Neill joined the NCADD-
KC in October 2008 as President 
and CEO. O’Neill has 23 years 
of experience in addiction recov-
ery services. She served as Presi-
dent/CEO for Friendship House & 
Catherine’s Place for 14 years. In 
2004, O’Neill received the Com-
munity Service Provider Award 
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Crisis calls  
increase  

51% in 2009! 
 

Financial instability, job loss, and 
a dwindling savings account are 
all triggers for relapse and in-

crease in substance abuse. Unfor-
tunately, economic fears also lead 

to a decline in donations. We 
need your help, to help others. 

 

Please Help 
& 

Donate Now! 

 FOR A CALENDAR OF EVENTS, GO TO WWW.RECOVERYCENTRAL.ORG 



A 
s some of you may know, I re-

tired as President and CEO at the 

end of last year. Leaving the 

NCADD, where miracles occur 

every day, is a hard thing to do. The board, 

staff and people involved have been everyday 

reminders of the importance of living life in a 

spirit of service and serenity. Iôve cherished 

that. But, having the chance to start a new 

phase of life is a great 

gift. Iôm grateful for 

this new opportunity 

and embrace it with 

enthusiasm. As I bid 

farewell, Iôd like to 

share with you some of 

the vivid memories that 

Iôll always cherish. 

On my first day, I 

was surprised to see 

clients who parked in 

the lot, looked around 

carefully and made a dash 

for the door ð my first awareness of the terri-

ble effect of stigma on recovery. 

In the first years, I watched the board deal 

with the reality of possibly closing the 

agencyôs doors because of lack of funding, and 

yet they courageously continued to invest in 

agency improvement and new programming. 

Iôll always remember the foundation leader 

who told me we wouldnôt be funded because 

we had a ñboard full of drunks.ò The directors 

embarked on a campaign to better inform the 

trustees, and Iôm proud to say that the founda-

tion has supported NCADD regularly since.  It 

has served as a signal to other foundations that 

NCADD is a worthy endeavor. 

After years of research and service coordina-

tion, the board, staff and volunteers received 

much deserved recognition for our How to 

Cope program, and its important education for 

families was awarded a national Exemplary 

Service award in 2008. This opens the door to 

helping people through the program on a larger 

scale. 

Throughout my years, I was inspired by 

community leaders who quietly improved re-

covery opportunities: at the state levels 

through the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division 

of the State of Missouri, 

as well as the courts 

and SRS services in the 

State of Kansas; 

through the legislative 

leadership in Jackson 

County, especially the 

director of COMBAT; 

and through the alli-

ances of non-profit 

agencies, like the 

United Way and sub-

stance abuse profes-

sionals working together to 

help individuals and families get clean and 

sober. Because of them, Missouri and Kansas 

are nationally on the cutting edge of excellence 

in addiction service delivery. 

Finally, I remember many instances when, 

after speaking in a public setting, someone 

would come up to me and say, ñYou saved my 

life!ò  What a reward that has been. 

Today, NCADD is in a different place than 

it was eight years ago. Itôs a fitting time for 

new leadership to move from the struggles of 

survival and stability to the soaring heights of 

leadership and success as they continue to edu-

cate the public and encourage individuals to 

not only overcome the effects of their disease, 

but also to make a difference for themselves 

and their families. Thanks to those many peo-

ple who allowed me be a part of this wonder. 

Jean Roth Jacobs retires as NCADD President and CEO 
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The mission of the National 

Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Dependence is to reduce 

the impact of alcohol, drugs and 

other addictions by providing 

quality services to individuals, 

families and communities.    

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Sara McAllister,  Chair 

Pricewaterhouse Coopers, LLP 

Keith Gary , Vice Chair 

KC Area Life Science Institute 

Hugh OôDonnell, Secretary 

Attorney 

Dan L. Curtis, Treasurer 
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Community Volunteer 

Doug Barnard 

Majestic Steakhouse 

Roy Crooks 

Bank of America 

Amelia Davenport 

Consulting and Research  

Psychologist 

Kris Dekker  

Lewis, Rice & Fingersh, L.C. 

Jim Eads 

Community Volunteer 

Kevin Glynn 

Van  Osdol, Magruder, 

Erickson & Redmond, P.C. 

Molly Huebner Klinock  

J.E. Dunn Construction, Inc 

George Gordon 

Community Volunteer 

Tony Oppenheimer 

The Private Bank 

Karen McCarthy  

Educator 

Joe Robinson 

Community Volunteer 

Chris Smart 

ReMax Premier Realty 

 

ADVISORY BOARD:  

 

Dori Bader, Co-Chair  

Community Volunteer 

Judy Chase, Co-Chair  

Kansas City Community Center 

Marilyn Scafe, Co-Chair  

Kansas Reentry Policy Council 

 

PRESIDENT AND CEO: 

Molly OôNeill 

 

 

Jean Roth Jacobs retires after working for the 
NCADD-KC for eight years. 



T he National Association of State Alcohol 

and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD) 

awarded How to Cope in Kansas City, Mo.,  

the 2008 National Exemplary Award for  

Innovative Substance Abuse Prevention Pro-

grams, Practices and Policies. Underwritten by 

the federal Center for Substance Abuse Pre-

vention, the Exemplary Award recognized six 

programs nationwide last year. 

How to Cope offers education, support, 

awareness and assistance to individuals who 

are affected by another person’s abuse of 

alcohol or drugs. Program participants, who 

pay $150 for the class, are typically 18 years 

old or older. The program focuses on empow-

ering adults impacted by another’s addiction, 

helping these adults understand the impact on 

a family unit, and promoting healthy decisions 

through education, skills building and a sup-

port system. 

As part of the award, the program received 

$1,500 and was featured at the 21st Annual 

National Prevention Network’s Research Con-

ference held last August in Indianapolis. 

How to Cope receives 2008 Exemplary Award 
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T he NCADD-KC’s Annual Golf Tourna-

ment will be held Aug. 3, 2009, at the 

Oakwood Country Club in Grandview, Mo. 

In 2008, 150 golfers participated in the 

tournament, which generates significant 

revenue for the NCADD-KC.  

Plan now to sponsor a hole. For more infor-

mation about sponsorship or the golf tour-

nament, contact Michelle Irwin, Director of 

Development and Sales, NCADD-KC. Call 

816-361-5900 or e-mail: 

michellei@ncaddkc.org.   

Save the Date: Aug., 3, 2009 
NCADD-KC Annual Golf  Tournament 

The 2009 NCADD-KC Golf Tourna-
ment will be held Aug. 3, 2009. 

How to Cope 
offered to other 
councils 

 
NCADD-KC is now 
marketing its award-
winning How to Cope 
program to councils 
nationwide. How to 
Cope not only offers 
an income-generating 
resource but also 

proven evidence-
based outcomes. For 
$3,500, two 
individuals receive a 
two-day training 
course on how to 
administer the 
program. In addition, 
participants receive 
manuals and training 
handbooks. 

The Clinical Committee that worked on the Outcomes Measurement report for How to Cope included: (from left to 
right) Gloria Nepote, Dr. Keith Gary, Jean Roth Jacobs and Dr. Steve Corey. 

Gloria Nepote, Director of Family 
Services for NCADD, receives the 
2008 Exemplary Award on behalf 
of How to Cope. 

mailto:michellei@ncaadkc.org


T 
he NCADD-KC hosted its 

annual Celebration of Recov-

ery Breakfast on Dec. 5, 2008, 

at the Downtown Marriott in Kansas 

City, Mo. The event attracted about 

200 attendees to honor seven commu-

nity leaders who have provided out-

standing work in the field of recovery 

and substance abuse. The awardees 

included: 

¶ Lifetime Achievement Award:  

Judith A. Janes, Director, Medical 

Advocacy Program, Kansas Medical 

Society. 

¶ Kansas Public Service Award: 

Marilyn Scafe, Executive Director, 

Kansas Reentry Policy Council. 

¶ Philanthropist of the Year Award: 

DST System Inc. 

¶ Missouri Public Service Award: 

Mark Stringer, Director, Missouri 

Division of Alcohol & Drug Abuse. 

¶ Professional of the Year Award: 

Les Sperling, CEO, Central Kansas 

Foundation. 

¶ Tough Love Award: Carol J. Evans, 

Missouri Institute of Mental Health. 

¶ Community Service Award: Melba 

Tate, Executive Director, AA Central 

Office. 

 

Celebration of Recovery Breakfast honors seven community leaders  
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At its annual Celebration of Recovery Breakfast,  the NCADD-KC honored seven community leaders. Pic-
tured from left to right: Jean R. Jacobs, Marilyn Scafe, Judith A. Janes, Melba Tate, Les Sperling, Mark 
Stringer, Carol Evans, DST (Lisa Fielden), and Molly O'Neill.  


